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_ . The Tasks of

The.“New Man” and the Revolutionist.
- It is frequenily asserted 'that the ‘task of communist
enlightenment consists in_the education of the new man. These
. -words are somewhat. too general; too pathetic, and we must be
- particularly careful not to permii any formless humanitarian
‘anterpretation of the conceptiom “new man” or ‘the tasks of
communist education. There is no dobt whatever but that the
man of the future, the citizen of the commuhe, will be an excee-

. dingly interestizgand attractive creature, and that his psycholo
the futurists will pardon -me, but:I fancy that the man of the
ture will posséss a psychology) will be very different to ours.
" Our present task, unfortunately, cannot lie in the education of the

human bet;g of the future. The Utopian. and humanitarian-
. .. psychologi viewpoint is, that the¢ new man must first
formed, and “that ~he ' will ' then. create the new

conditions.. We |cannot believe  this. We know that man is a
sroduct of social conditions. But we know toe that between

" human beings ‘and conditions ‘there exists: a “complicated and
. actively working mutual relatioriship. Man himself is an instru-
. ment of this historical development, and not the { "t. And in

. this complicated historical retlex action of lh;é tions expe-
-~ rienced by active human beings, we do not er e abstractly
-harmonious anfl | perfect citizen' of 'the -commune) but we forme

i the concrete humam beings of our epoch, who have still to
i fight for the creation «of the condition's out of which the harmo-
|.mious citizen of the commune may emerge.  This, of course, is
Slea very,diﬁerenﬂ thng, for the simple reason that ‘our great-
it grandson, the citizen of the commune, will be no revolutionist.
: . At first cFl:mce this appears to be wrong, it sounds almost

- “insulting. An {et it is so. The conception “ revolutionist” is
" ~formed by us out of our thoughts ‘and wishes, out of the totality
. of our best passions, and thus the word: * revolutionist” is
... permeated by the highest ideals and morals which we have taken

~-gver'from the whole ‘preceding epoch of cultural evolution. Thus
.0 it seems {0 us that we cast an aspersion on our ‘posterity when
i we do mot think of them as revolufionists. "But we must not
. iforget that the revolutionist is a product of definite " histarical
¢ i~conditions, a praduct of class society. The revolutionist is no

.- psychological "abstraction. Revolution in itself is no abstract
i ‘;:r{nqple, but a'material historical fact, fgrowing out of class

aantagonism, out of the violent subjection of ane class by another.

& ’
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Communist Education

. By L. Trotzky.

Thus “the revolutionist is a concrete historical type, and in
consequence a temporary type. We are proud of belonging to
this type. But by means of our work we are creating the
conditions of a social order in which no class antagonisms will
exist, no revolutions, and thus no revolutionists. It is true that
we can exténd the meaning of the word “ pevolutionist” until it
comprises the whole conscious acfivily of man directed towards
the subjection of nature, and towards the expansion of tecknical
and cultural gains. But we have no right to make such an
abstraction, such a limitless extension of the cenception * revo-
lutionist ”, for we have by no means fulfilled our concrete histo-
rical revolutionary task, the overthrow of class society. Conse-
quently, we are far from being required to educate the harmonious
ctizen of the commune, forming him careful laboratory
work, in an exi{remely disharmonious transition stage of society.
Such an undertaking would be a wretchedly childish Utopia,
What we want to make is champions, revolutionisis, who will
inherit and compleie our historical traditions, which we have
not yet carried to a conclusion.

Revolution and Mysticism.

What are the main characteristics of the revolutionist?
It must be emphasized that we have no right to separate the
revolutionist from the class basis upon which he has evolved,
and without which he is’.nothing. The revolutionist of- our
epoch, who can only be’associated with the working class,
possesses his special psychological characteristics, characteristics
of intellect and witl. If it is necessary and possible, the revo-
{utionist shatters the historical obstructions, resorting to force
for the purpose. If this is not possible, then he makes a defour,
undérmines and crushes, patienity and determinedly. He is &
revolutionist because he does not fear to shatter obstacles and
relenflessly to employ force; at the same time he knows its
historical value.” It is his constant endeavor to maintain his
destructive an creative work at gheir highest pitch of activity,
that is, fo ..'ain from the given historical conditions the maximum
which they are capable of yielding for the forward movement

of the revolutionary class. 5 %,
e The revolutionist knows only external obstacles to his -

activity, mo internal ones. That js: he has to develope within
himself the, capacity of estimating the arena of his activity in
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all its concreteness, with ifs positive and negative espects, and
to strike a correct political balance. But if he is infernally
hampered by subjective hindrances to action, if he is lackin

in understanding or .will power, if he is paralysied by interna
discord, by religious, national, or craft prejudices, then he is
at best only hali a revolutionist. There are too many obstacles
in the objeclive conditions already, and the revolutionist cannot
allow himself the luxury of multip_}ying the' objective hindrances
and frictions by subjective ones. Therefore the education of the
revolutionist must, above al}, consist in hip emancipation from

" that residue of ignorance &nd superstition, which is frequently

found in a very ‘‘sensitive” consciousness. And therefore we
adopt a ruthlessly irreconcilable attitude to anyone who utters
a smﬁ‘le word to the effect that mysticism or religious senti-
mentality might be combined with commumism. Religiousness
is. irreconcilable with the Marxian standpdint. We are of the

inion that atheism, as an inseparpble element of the
materialist view of life, is a necessary ition for the theore-
tical education of the revolutionist. He who believes in another
world is not capable of concentrating all his passion on the
transformation of this one. i

Darwinism and Marxism.
Even if Darwin, as he himself asserited, did not lose his
belief in God for all his rejection of the bibli¢al theory of creation,
- Darwinism itself is none the less entirely irreconcilable with this
belief. In this, as in other respects, Darwinism is a forerunner,
a preparation for Marxism. Taken in a b?dly materialist and

dialectic sense, Marxism is the application: of Darwinism to
human society. Manchester liberalism has attempted to fit Dar-
winism, mechanically into sociology. Such attempts have only
led to childish ‘analogies veiling a malicioug bourgevis apologia:
Marx’s competition was explained as the ‘| eternal” law of the
struggle for existence. These are absurdities. It is only the
inner connecfion between Darwinism and Marxism which makes
it possible to grasp the living flow, of Being in its primeval
connection with inorganic nature; in its further particularization
and evolution; in its dynmamics; in the differentiation of the
mnecessities of life among the first elemenfary varieties of the

‘.vegetable and animal kingdoms; in its struggles; in the appea-

~rance of the  first” man or manlike creature, making use of the
- first tool; in the development of primitive cqoperation, employing
asscciative organs; in the further stratificalion of society conse-

quent on the development of the means roduction, that is,

of the means of subjugating nature; in Icﬁss warfare; and,

finally, in the struggle for the uplift of the classes.

To comprehend the world from su¢h a broad point of

view siguifies the emancipation of man’s consciousness for the

first time from the residue of mysticism, the securing of

-a firm foothold. It signifies being quite r on the point that
for .the future there aré no inner subjective hindrances to the

and reactions are
id have fo be overcome in various ways, according

of the conflict. i ‘s

f The Theory of Revolutionary Action.

. How often we have said: ‘““Practice wins in the end.”
This is correct in the sense fhat the collective experience of a
class, and of the whole of humanity, gradusily sweeps away the
illusions and false theories based on hasty generalizations.” But
it may be said with equal truth: “ Theory wins in the end ”,
when we understand by this that theory lin reality compri
the total experience of humanity., Seen from this standpoint,
the opposition between theory and practice | vanishes, for tggory
is nothing else than correctly considered and! generalized practice.
Theory does not defeat practice, but the thHoughtless, empirical,
crude attitude to it. In order to be able | rly to estimate
the conditions of the strubigle. the situati our own
we must possess’ a reliable method of pofitical and histori
orientation. This is Marxism, or, with respect to the latest epoch,

inism.
Marx and Lenin—these are our hvx supreme guides in
r generation the
becomes

o the co

3
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the sphere of social research. For the yo
way to Marx is through Lenin. The s ht road

increasingly difficult, for the period is too long which tes
the rising generation from-the genius of those who foumded
.acientific socialism, Marx and Engels. inism is the highest

embodiment and condensation of Marxism for direct revoluti

action in the epoch of the imperialist death agony of bourgeois

. society. The Lenin institule at Moscow t%egmdea!ngher
academy of revolutionary strategy. Our ist Party is

permeated by the mighly spirit of Lenin| His revolutionary

genius is with us, Our revolutionary lungs breathe the atmos-

of that better and higher doctrine which the preceding

t of human !h::f t has created.| Thus it is that we
that 1omorrow11 is ours,

é ' 1

| POLITICS

The Impending Bankrupicy of the
German Bourgeoisie and the Tasks

. of tihe Communist Pariy of Germany

= By Karl Radek.

The German bourgeoisie has lost the second war. Thedollar
already costs over a mullion marks. This seals the issue of the
Ruhr war. But it need not necessarliy have been sealed by this
fact—had the German bourgeoisie taken heroic measures to win
the victory, and given to the masses of workers and petty bour-
geois the means of holding out, at the cost of big capitalist profits,
then the German bourgeoisie could have kept up the struggle much
fonger. The rouble is lower in value than the mark, and yet the
Russian working class and the Soviet government have not only
not capitulated, but are growing in strength.day by day. But
the German isie will capitulate in order fo t the
further fall of the mark and its inevitable result of uprisings
among the masses of a people plunged ever deeper into misery,
It is kept back from capitulation by the morphia injections
administered by the English government. . )

Mr. Keynes has now betrayed Punch’s secret in the English
Nation, where he points out that nothing would be more
disastrous tfo the lish government thgn German f‘llﬂ'xu-
lation to France. For when the German bourgeoisie capitulates
to France, then it is Poincaré who dictates the terms. Mr. gnldwin
is attempting to intervene in the capitulation negotiations, in order
to save as much as possible for England from the bankrupt's
esfate,

The worthy German Philistine, filled once more with hopes
of English aid, will get the shock of his life when he sees
Baldwin's note Poincaré demands either his money or his pound
of flesh in the Ruhr. Mr. Baldwin tfells hifm that he cannot cut
away the Hesh from Germany’s heart without her bleeding to
death. And-as Germany is not im a position to pay at present,
she must be enslaved and made to work off her debts. And
she is not to work off her debts to Poincaré only. That is the
difference between Baldwin and Poincaré.

The conservative world-politician, Professor Hétzsch,
asks in melancholy tones if Poincaré and Baldwin will leave off
talking before the collapse of the German bourgeoisie. We do
not know. But one thing is certain. If the German bourgeoisie
does not go bankrupt before the discussion between London and
Paris is ended, then it willedgo bankrupt afterwards. For the
first condition set by united Anglo-French capitalism—should
agreement be reached—will be taxation measures for stappin
the depreciafion of the mark. These taxation measures wi
lay such a burden on the working class and petty bourgeois,
that they will have to rebel. Sh the depreciation of the mark
bemsucaessiul] stopped, or evendl?;ixocfedt?]d by a slight rise ,this
will render man rt so difficult that great u ent
will be inevitable. - P : employ

The crisis of the German.bourgeoisie is now enterin%the
decisive stage, and the German Communist Party is thus faced
with the hardest tasks which jt has ever known.

¥ * ,

History .has created the premises for“g; fulfilment of

these tasks by the C.P. of Germany. The Party, in
November 1018 as am organization of about 30,000 loosely
connected adherents, is now approaching the point of winning
the support of the majority of the active-workers of Germany.
This has been proved Leyond doubt by the elections to the metal
workers’ In a number of great industrial centres we
have gained majorities, in part very large majorities, and the
workers have participated in comparatively
elections. In a number of towns we are contending with the

social democrats for the majority. The social democrats
mmdznh in the small towns only, The work of. those
fult tmlemm= wl:o oom seed of eommnisg:n duringirthe.
war, a greatest sacri is now ring fruit.
i men are Ans;%oﬁ'om ﬂwm of Liebknecht, of Rosa
Lux of the 1 workers murdered by Noske’s White
Guards. united front tacties—the appeal made to the every

day interests of the class, interests common fo the
proletariat without difference. of Party—is being crowned with
success. All the shrieks of the social democrats about the
swindling manceuyres of the Comintern have been of no avail.
The wmian must. rally round the flag of communism, for this
alone carries on‘then,tr:ggle for their vital interests., The
Vorivdrts ecolds angrily

the elections fo the mefal workers’ congress, M

/

large numbers in the

the victory of the communists in
declares that

fa
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. the capitalists are to blame for this victory, since their greed

for profits renders the situation of the workers unbearable. And

. the government is also to blame, for looking on inactively at the

. growing misery and want.

And the demagogy of the com-
munists is likewise fo blame. Yes, yes, my dear Vorwdrts,
everything has its reasons in history. - If the capitalists were

~ kind' enough to allow the workers an existence worthy of human

. trouble
- then

- to the “lové of trugth

beings, and if the capitalist government were kind enough to
itself about the interests of the working  class,
“communist demagogy” could not be victorious, for
this consists of telling workers straight out, in opposition

shown by the social democratic agitators,
that the capitalists exist for the express purpose of squeezing
profits out of the wcrkers, and that the capitalist government
exists for the -express purpose of aiding the capitalists in_this,
so that our object is to defeat capitalism and the cap'talist
government. And as facts prove the correctness of the com-
munist assertions, the tissue of democratic-reformist illusions. is

" torn away, and social democracy begins to wither and die.

- Vorwdrts and the Rote Fahne of the last

“The first s'gn of the approaching death of socia] demo-
cracy was the cessation of al

1 life in its still existing mass
organizations. It is only necessary to

lance through the
ew months, and to
compare the notices of meetings. Among the communists there
are dozens and more than dozens of meetings every day, among
the social democrats: dead silence. Only the exalted party
executive meets, and the parliamentary fractions. The social
democratic bureaucrats in the trade unions. cooperative sacieties,
municipal councils, and official positions, have their hands full
holding back the working masses from the struggle. One section
of the social democratic workers sinks into complete apathy,
another section resolves to fight and goes over fo the
communisis, a small sect'on even goes over to the Fascisti.
Social democracy has ceased to bé a decisive factor in public
life. It is not even a dec.sive factor of counter-revolution, as it
was in 1910--20. It has become an inert mass.

. The active force of bourgeois counter-revolution is to be
found among the Fascisti, among the hundreds of organizations
which compose the nationalist movement. In 1919 the nationa-

~ lists, the students, the qfficers bereft of means of livelihood, put

themselves at' Noske’s disposal.

In 1922—1923 ‘they do- not
dream of doing this. Now Scheidemann, Noske, Ebert, efc. are

' known as the November. criminals, and the Fascisti are not

) holdin;g'matshalls’ batons in readiness for them, but galows.
The Fa

scisti want to be the marshalls of Germany themselves.

" Can they atfain this object? Should they succeed, they will be the

rulers of Germany for the moment, but not for lopoer.
Germany is not Horthy Hungary. Ludendorff would break his
feeth on the German working class. The German working class
is tremendous-force when it cares to fight. And it would have

* to. fight against a Fascist government, for this -government

* capabilities, undoubtedly
. difficolt than that of Fascist Italy.

would attempt to stabilize German capitalism at the expense of
the workers, under conditions making it impossible for the
working class to receive even a scrap of bread. For even if
Ludendorff’s adherents were not counter-jumpers without a
creative political idea in their heads, without even the demagogic
possessed . by a Mussolini, still they
themselves 'in a “position thousands of times more
Despite the growth of

would find

. industry since the war, Italy-is still chiefly an agrarizn country.

" Fiss:

&
A

. export, -is besides

only "able: to feed herself by industrial
rdened. by gigantic reparation debts. To
govern Germany means to k«f her. Fascism can give Germany

Industrial Oerm_ani,
DU

" the White Terror and the Hohenzollerns, but it can give her no

bread. The more German Fascism increases in strength, the
weaker it becomes. [ <

In the year 1919, when he was still weak and the waves

of revolution rolled high in Italy, Mussolini attempted to win
over the Italian workers bly ‘accomodating himself to their ideals.
He sr;aoke of the “control of industry”, of the * parliament of
labor ”. When the German Fascisti were weak, they could only
“Death to the working clags!” And now that they
have become powerful, not through reinforcements from the
working class, but through gaining the .ear of the impoverished
middle class, now Ludendorfi and Colonel Bauer have to don

~ “the red cap, and we see in the [grogra.m of the national socia-

lists, in the program of Herr Kunze of the cudgels, even in
the “programs of Grife and Henning — Ludendorff, dressed
'izg_uas\Spartacus.' Maintained as it is by Vigler, Stinnes,

upp,  and the like, Fascism still demands in its organs the
nationalization of the banks, the natiomalization of the trusts,
and the gallows for the speculators. Why does it demand this?

Merely to get round the workers? No. It suffices to peruse the

- Volkische Beabachter, the Deutsche Tageblatt and the Deutsche

Volksblatt, 10 see that ‘they demand all this in order fo attract

the pctt{ bourgeois masses sinking ever deeper info poverty,
now that these masses are grasping the fact that if the present
sgecuiaﬁon econcmics are continued, there is no salvation for
them ; .

_Heavy industry and the junkers have formed Fascist
organizations with whose aid they intend to seize power. But
they have only been able to form these organizations because
they have driven the petty bourgeois masses from want and
misery to despair. But in- doing this they have undermined
their own position. The ground begins to quake. beneath {heir
feet. On the day tlat they seized power their own followers
would furn against them, and it is very probable that they will
never seize this power, nef only because tﬁe railwaymen'’s strike,
and the strike of the workers all over the country, would paralyze
them, but because disintegration in their own ranks is already
beginning. The petty bourgeois cannon fodder of heavy industry
is already. beginning fo,think, even before the civil war has
reached ifs acutest stage.. The German bourgeoisie possesses an
admirable organization. In the war it organized death most
brilliantly. It organized the campaign of robbery which followed
the war with equal ‘efficiency. Today it holds all the threads

of Germany’s economic life in its hands, gathered into the hands -

of a few trusts. But it possesses nothing which it can give
to the masses of the lower middle class, except the further in-
crease of its poverty and want. And thus the second condition
for the victory of the German revolution is beginning to be

“realized. The isolation of the German working class is com-

mencing to be a thing of the past. - The petty bourgeoisie, the

pillar of counter-revolution, is beginning to be the potential ally

of the working dlass. :
‘ - *

The tasks incumbent on the Communist Party are thus
clearly laid down. The first task consists in organizing the
majority of the active elements of the working class under ‘the
flag of the Communist Party, and of winning at least the
sympathy of the majority of the whole working class for the
Communist Party. ‘There are many comrades who maintain
that agitation and- organization of the majority of the working
class are excellent things, but can only be attained by means of
great actions. We maintain the contrary, that great actions are
only possible when our agitation is increased a hundredfold;
when our message has reached the broadest masses of the
workers; when we convert the rebellion of the working people
imto conscious knowledge and determination. Hitherto we have
bungled our agitation. Now we must become a bell heard by.
the whele of the working people. We have 300,000 organized
communist workers. But we have not yet understood how to
gather together, even in a loose association, the three million
trade union workers who are on our side. Our factory councils,
our trade union fractions, our control committees, our defence:
unifs, all these should now include millions of workers.

The German bourgeoisie is better organized than any

_other in the world. The Communist Party of -Germany must

be tlagtter organized than any other Communist Party in the
world. ° .
) The Bolsheviki were able to seize power with 70,000
members only, for the bourgeoisie was unorganized, and we had
at our disposal such an organization as jhe ‘Russian army.
A million members is the minimum which the Communist Party
of Germany must attain in the near future. Our organization
must not be a mere election apparatus, is must be a clenched
fist, a fighting' organization, held together mnot only by the
communist idea, but by the iron bands of the storm .troops of
our defence units.

It is very possible that the CP. of Germany will be faced
with the question of a fight to the death beforg it has fulfilled
these fasks. But it will then- have to struggle against a thou-
sandfold disadvantages and unfavorable conditions. And if ‘it
wanis {o be able to light by fair weather or foul, to fight under
the circumstances in which"it will h@ve to fight, then it must set

itself the above tasks, and seek to fulfil them with energy and -

determination. .

Our growth dees not liquidate the united front. factic;
it imposes much eé;reaner tasks upon. us in this respect. When
we first attempted to approach the social demacratic workers,
we were obliged to swallow a greaf deal in order fo avoid losing
all contact with them. . The time has now come to act with more

courage, to take up an attitude consistent with our-increased .

power. — This dces not mean that-we are to go too far; it does

-not mean that we are to demand from the social democratic *

Lt



.802

_No,36

workgrs that 1 accept our slogans re they undersfand
dhak We muﬂheycomhnﬂy“mce in the oumi those points
understood by the whole working class, and for which it is ready
#o fight. But these necessary tramsitiona! demands must form
not only the basis of our agitation; they 3lone can form the basis
of our understanding with those sections pf the social democracy
for- 1 to-take sides with us under the of the working

13 38, |

Thus the Party must confront the left social democrats
with the choice—as in the case of Zeigner in Saxony—of either
honestly ghﬁn against (..e-bourgeoisie for the salvation of the
working class from impoverishment, mis¢ry, and counter-revolu-
fion, or of doing without our assista If Zeigner and his
tike are more concerned about Cuno, Ebert or Lipinski, than they
are sbout us, then they are no fit travel companfions for us.
Coalition means an alliance between fhorse and rider, said
Talleyrand. The social democratic leaders are fully agreed, but
they want to play the part of rider. We for our part, are not
. endeavoring to make sincere social democratic workers fhy
the part of horse.. We want to combiné with them to make a
pair of horses capable of ling the cart of the German
working class out of the mud into whicht social democracy has
dniven it. But then the left social demogratic horse has got to
pull as well, and to pull fgrwards, not backwards.

Today tie united front signifies 'the hundrediold multi-
 plication c(l)' our agitation the broadest masses of the
w a'ss.

oday the united ‘front signifies the tenfold muttiplication
of the conditions for the formation of j¢int def.nce ‘units, joint
factory coundls, joint control commitiess, with the Left social
democratic workers.

Today the united front signifies that we hold firmly to
our transitional demands, to the watchwords of coatrol of produc-
tion, arming of the proletariat, seizure of real values and
workers’ and peasants’ government, as the basis for cooperation
. with the Left social democrats. |

|

But the mobilizafion of the w

in itself. We must go to the peity
farianized by the capialist economics
peasants, the settlers, the officials,
prolefarianized intellectuals—these are reservoir of our
er, even though they still think in terms of nationalist reaction
oday. When nist Parfy [of Germany declares
that it wants to fight not only for the i of the industrial
workers, but for the interests of all who groan beneath the
capitalist yoke, this is mo tactic, but class strategy of the
prolefariat. Tactics are the measures y 10 win a battle;
strategy is the totality of the mieasures

pr
Germany. The small
private officials, the

Our war will not be won on the day { uer power;
it will not be won until the day when have made good this
wer, when we have af least col rough scafiolding of

st&uctnre ogo:rsgodalist state of ‘society. When w:f try t‘o win
over the petty. eois masses, it is not @ question of employing
peity utla;s, of bringing about ry eplits in the %ascist
movement; it is not even a question of gaining allies in the fight
for power. It is a question of winning over a great class,
g wiilions of human beings, we need not only

truggle for socialism.

officers, we We

cue Germany

" desperate situation with the least
over this class, we must be
suake devoted efforts to help thein to cast judiees;
we must try to make a great part of th w-ﬂ"mu
the eame tme we must be ready to ally oureelves with those
" members of this class who, without being willing to accept our
theory, and clinging to their own i i are stiff in
actual prictice anxious to fi
fighting for in this period of history.
Russian_ intelligentsia began with sod i
at the time w it was etill fighting on the of capital
against the working class, it waved tHe banmer of ialism.

> German petty isie -is al dyoom;laelledio t

st capitabism, and yet it still clings not omly to capitalist

, but even to pre-capitalist i y. There are in

Germany who demand the nationalization of the banks, and who

want at the same time to substitute Catholicism and Protestantism

by the -cult of Odin. The Communist Party must discern the
realities, despite the mists of ancient ideologies.

Work amonﬁhe petty bourgeois| masses is still in its
stage. But heavy industry is atready aware, the vultures

!:;t rule on the sbo:l,demeof'ﬁdhe it bourgeome tg

on rs .of the petty isie an

With the aid of petty bourgeois mationalism, are already aware,

@hat they are threatened by a great daeger if the bour-

i
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eoisie. is awakened, and lets the scales fall from its eyes. The
Euuncid su‘yizoﬂen and organizers of Faschm wi u-r‘.jo
manoeuvre petty bourgeois nationalist masses into collision
with the working class, in order that an abyss may divide the
two armies of revolution in Germany, its vamguard and . its
rearguard. It is our fask so to form the front of the militant
working ‘masses, to mobilize them so efficiently and render them
80 capable of defence. ﬂntthepe&y bourgeois masses lose
all inclination to oppose them. e must show the petty
bourgeoisie that our arm is strong, even though at the eame
moment we streich out our hand to it in friendship; for we
may be quife sure that these masses will be with us as soon as
they see that we have the power and determination to declare war
against the misery and want of the German people.
®

The time has not yet come for the al attack But it
is amoaching. Its approach is heralded 6; the following signs:
a) hopeless pr of the German bourgeoisie, which
cannot solve the crisis in Germany; b) the growing confusion
and sechisms in the German bourgeoisie; c) the decay of the power
of the social democracy; d) our growth. The stratégic task
of the German communisis consists in consciously assisting the
maturing of the revolution our orgamizatory work; in
strenghthening our forces, calling forth the reserves of the
working class, seeking allies among the prolefarianized petty
bourgeoisie, % the maximum of our clear communist
agitation with a rate acceptance of such compromises as
are necessary for broadening our basis and such as lie along
the line of historical development, making the Communist Party
the living conscience of the suffering German le, that' it
may be the leader of these people. We must fight the baftles with
which history confronts us, but at the same time we must not
forget that at the moment we are still the weaker side. Net only
mus{ we not yet advance to the decisive battle, but we must
avoid everything which could give the enemy an opportunity {o
inflict a’ partial defeat ggon us. The days of such defeats as
we suffered in March 1921, which was a defeat of an army in
retreat which was not aware that the time for an offensive
was over for the moment, are now past. But those defeats are
still possible wifich an army suffers when it begins an offensive
without sufficient artillery preparation. It bleeds to death against
the barbed wire entanglemenis of the enemy. Should the enemy
take up the offensive, he will find himseif out in his reckoning.
We must make the Party ready not only o repulse the attack of
the enemy, but also to pass to the counter atfack after a victorigiis
defence. : But it is not yet time for us to provoke the decision.
- :

Such is the situation in Germany. Such is the sifuation
of the Communist Party. Such are its tasks. Tasks demanding
from the Party the greatest exertion of its powers, the greatest
ﬁur;mﬂ;z, €0 r i.u1 its own st th, m;e:gv‘irent_husiaﬁl,

a same time cool judgemen superior sirategy. e
time will then come whe(: . g
themselves: Courage, courage, and again courage!

e

The 8lo¢an of Workers' and Farmers’
: Government '
By fohn Pepper (New York).

. The Enlarged Execufive of the Communist Iaternational,
which nmt ju June in Moscow, has issued a new slogan for the
Comumunisf parties of the world—the
peau:u' 'govmmm ‘:l'he Con;fmmict h:}ruﬁoul has by this
means placed ogan overnment upon 4
broader social basis. . o . A

The new -elogan of the Commmunist International is no
new slogan for our Party in the United States. :
Zinoviev declared at-the session of the enlarged
executive: “Our American Party, the Workers’ Party, has
already of ife own accord the slogan of workers’ and
ti!‘aemf:"’nt government” The Workers’ Party of America

f within the Commugist International to apply th
newslogmmnﬁallyuwdlupnzm!y. el e
" The Theoretical Formulation.
Theoretically ummmﬁmbmught
hborl’uty,nmpﬁht I said the followmg concernin
the alliance {amenmd'orhurl A g

. 1 ¢ Uborpuwmu w
mndd it does not attempt to be a_party for and’ ev!r{ﬂy.
rather a class party—of the working class. This should not

German commupists can say io -

was -
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an the most important conditions for the victory of a Labor . Revolt of American Farmers. -
arty is that it develop the cooperation of the farmers and Ot course, the chief motive has been mainl

workers, which has become traditional in America. America is
a favorable exl.;ekpﬁon in this respect, Of European countries such
collaboration takes place only in Soviet Russia. In the former
third parties (Greenback Pariy, People’s Party) the pol'tical
- leadersgla’p was in the hands of the farmers, the workers being
mierely an unconscious r:;)pendage. If a Labor Party is to be
born and to grow, the relation must be reversed.” - .
I then brought up the question upon a broader basis, in
m mphlet “Unaderground adicalism”, in the section, “Can
er %tihze the Conflicts Within Capitalist Society?” wrote
in the pamphlet: “There are Commun’'sts who believe that we
Jose our revolutionary virginity when we take advantage of the
~ class-divisions within the bourgeoisie. They - believe that the
only way to wage the class struggle, \is {o consider capitalistic
society as one sol'd reactionary camp which always confronts
the workers in a closed phalanx. But this is pure nonsence, and
not revolutionary Marxism. | Marxists have always agserted that
the various divisions and conflicts within capitalistic society,
must be used fo the best advantage of the wo! ing class,
“Ferd'nand Lassalle, the famous German Socialist, once
said that the bourgeoisie is a single reactionary mass... But it
was Karl Marx who protested and polemized against this
unscientific and superficial assertion. It was Karl Marx who
inted out, in *“Capital”, that the ut'lization of the class struggle
een industrial capita] and big landowners in the ‘Forties,
procured the important social conegssion of the ten-hour day for
the English workers.
“From Marx to Lenin, every real Marxist has practised
“4he tactic of analyzgng the various class-digisions within
capitalistic society, and exploiting the class-conflicts within the
ruﬁlng ciass, for the benefit of the workinF class. The factic of
Lenin during the. entire Russian revo ution, is a masterly
application of this tactic. The whole Russian revolution from the
internal, political point of view, is but a proletarian utilizat’on
of the class-conflicts between the sants on the one hand, and
the big landowners and big cap:talists on the other. Lenin's
tactic-was—alliance of workers with poor peasants, neutralization
of the wealthy peasants, struggle against the big’ landowners
and mXitnusls.
The main difference between Bolsheviks and Mensheviks
- was exactly this question of the utilization of the conflicts among
the various. classes. = The Mensheviks claimed: It-is a middle-
class revolution, and therefore the working class should -ally
itself with the capitalists against the feudal landowners. The
Bolsheviks said: ‘Fhis is a proletarian revolution, and therefore
the right tactic is an alliance between workers and peasants
against big capital and big land owners”. o
Then, upon the basis of this theoretical deliberation, the
Agrarian Program of our Party set forth_openly the slogan of
workers’ and farmers’ government.

The New Slogan Before the Farmers.

In practical agitation, the slogan of workers’ and farmers’
overnment was first applied in the St. Joseph trial of Foster.
Compmun'sts as the representatives of the working class,
faced a farmer jury in the St. Joseph trial. I su up the
trial. as follows in the Worker of April 14: “From every point
of view the trial is a historical symbol. Foster, as the represen-
tative of the American militant workers, appears before the
capitatist judiciary, and a farmer jury will render the verdict
on him. -Here are arrayed before us the three most importast
classes of American society—the worker, the capitalist, and ‘the

. farmer. The worker is the defendant; the capitalist is the
prosecutor; and the farmer will give the verdict. A historical
eymbol truly reflect'ng the historical situation! ‘The working
masses march on as the active forces of the revolution. ' The
capitalists ress these masses ever more fiercely through the
governmental powers of Suppression. And the victory m this
. ever sharpening class conflict will go to that class which
receives the support of the farmers”. The Central Executive
Committee of our Party took up the question and decided that
the whole defense was to based mainly upon the common inferests

- of ‘workers ‘and_exploited farmers. In the Foster irial, C. E.
Ruthenberg, with masterly clearness and in a popular manner
that was exemplary, frst presented the slogan of workers’ d
farmers’ government before the farmer jury, and thereby also

to 1he‘Fubic at large. :
: he July 3rd Convention of the Federated Farmer.Labor
Party then provided the Workers’ Party with a second and even
.. greater opportunity to identify. itself with the demands of the
%ed rmers (even at the expense of “Marxian clearness”),
. Wi y the slogan of workers’ and farmers’ government was
turned, from the slogan of the Workers’ Party, into the slogan
* of the great masses of the new Federated Farmer-Labor Party.

N
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the social* "
and political development of the United States itself. We could '
not but realize that a portion of the labor aristocracy, and most
of the hi%h officials of the trade unions are.hopeless for the
cause of the revolution, having definitely allied |themselves with
the capitalists. At the same time we saw that tbe exploited,
tenant and mortgage farmers are revo.ting with constantly
increasing bitterness against the capitalists and the capitalist
government. The sifuation to-day is such in the United States,
that the capitalists and the old capitalist parties fear the revolt
of the farmers more than the act'on of the working class, which
is :pli( up into so many divisions and led by so many reactionary
leaders. We have seen that all third party movements in the
past became mass parties only when, in addition to the urban
elements, the lower middle class and workers, they were also
joined by the rebellion of the farmers. .

The Lessons of European Revolutions.

But apart from the development in America, the lessons
of European revolut'ons have convinced us that the support of
the farmers is necessary, to achieve the victory of the proletarian
revolution and to maintain the power of the laboring masses.

His(or{‘ shows' us that all revolutions in the nineteenth
and {iwentieth cenuries have received the initiat've from _the
cities. The great French Revolution and the revolution of 1848
in France, Germany and Hungary, were led by the urban middle
class. The profetarian revolution in 1917 in l{ussia and in 1919
in. Hungary had the urban workers as the leadinF class. ‘Since
the birth of capitalisi society, revolutions have always been led
by one or the other of these two powerful classes of. modern
society which were created by capitalism itself—the capitalists
or workers. But history shows us that oaly that revolution,

-which understood how to make an alliance with the farmers,

could achieve victory or maintain the revolutionary class a lon
time in power. The great French Revolution was victorious, ans
could wage war for years against all feudal Europe, because
the French bourgeoisie freed the sants and' gave them the
land of the feudal aristocracy and the church. The German
revolution in 1848 failed miserably because the cowardly German
middle class did not dare to free the German serfs. hen the
Habsburgs dispersed the Frankfort National Asscmbly with
bayonets, not one hand was raised to defend -the revolution.
But on the other hand, the Hungarian revolution of 1848 could
maintain itself for years and conduct a viciorious war against
the Habsburgs because Ludwig Kossuth, with revolutionary
instinct, won the peasants over to the revofuﬁon and gave them
land and freedom. The great proletarian revolution of 1917 in
Russia is the achievement of the working class; but the
Eroletariat would have lost power fen times over, and could not
ave waged revolutionary war on fourteen fronts for years, if
it had not given land and freedom to the Russian peasants. . It
ought not be fosgotien that the Communist workers of red
Petrograd and the genius of Trotzky organized the Red - Army
but that four fifths of the masses of the%ed Army consis e{u
asants who defended their newly acquired land adga' st
rism and counter-revolution. On the other hand, the
Hungarian proletarian revolution of 1919 failed ‘in four and a
half monfhs because it had not understood how to secure the
alliance of the peasants with the workers. They-carried out the
« theoretically correct” socialization of land, instead of giving
the land to  the sants, as was Lenin’s policy in Russia.
Thereby, they made the social basis for the Hungarian revolu-

tion too narrow for it to be able to live and be victorious.
. The history of revolutions teaches us that thé revolutionary

“class must be able to bring all discontented classes under its

leadership. It must understand this under the penalty of death
for the revolution; otherwise it drives the other classes into the
arms of the counter-revolution. . The revolutionary peasant
soldiers of Napoleon, Kossuth and Trotzky fought against “the
counter-revolution, while the Frankfort Assembly ‘in 1848 and the’
Hungar'an proletarian . dictatorship of 1919 were overthrown
the counter-revolutionary peasant soldiers of Habsburg and

orthy.
The Working Class Must Lead.

The farmers, even when they are discontented and
rebellious, could never play an independant political role, and
could never rule independently. The history of the great German
Peasants’ Revolt of the sixteenth century shows this just as clearly
as dees the history of the peasaats’ government of Stambulisky in

Bulgaria in the twentieth century. Only centralized classes, that

-is, only the capitalist class or the working class can seize or

hold the téntialized government for a long time. o
The capitalist class has become counter-revolutiona
everywhere throughout: thé only class which
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revolutionary to-day, is the working clags. Only the initiative

f the working class can overthrow capitalism. = The exploited
?armers must realize that they can| free themselves from
captalissa only when they ally themselves with the workers.
But, on the other hand, the workers must realize that they can
win ogly if they. plece themselves at the head of the farmers, and
that they can refain power only if they know how to secure the
alliance of the exploited farmers. ! ;

The Sinaia Contference

By Georg (Vienna).

‘The world is inforred, in a few Hrief sentences, that the
statesmen of the Little Entente at Sinaja | have adopted various
resolutions” which prove once more the|unity and strength of
this political combination. i
. As a magter of fact, serious differances have arisen; there
is a crisis in the Liitle Entente which truly mirrors the state of
disunion and crisis of the ** Great Entente™.

Roumania, Yugosiavia, and Czecho-Slovakia are, in their

resent form, the creatures of the grept imperialist powers.
];beir, existence depends on the “ security of the existing peace
treaties”, But as long as England and France dffer as to the
nature of this security, so long the Little-Entente will not come
to any agreement either. And since the Freach and English
standpoints continue to diverge more and more widely it is ouly
natural that all the joints of the Little Enfente are strained. The
ofly t which holds it together is |that solidarity among
thieves which also binds England to France, despite all anta-
gonism of interests. ‘ 1
_ The great western rowers take gopd care that the Little
Entente disagrees. For although France] above all, has created
these central European vassal states as ’ger fulcrum, and main-
tains her claims to them, England is by no means willing to
retire from the field of the European tinent without any
. Tesistance whatever. This is shown by the policy pursued by the
English in the reparations g:est:o’u, and, no less evidently, in
Central Europe and in the Balkans. f
England is at great pains to create for herself counter-
fulcrums against Ffance’s military and economic domination of
the continent. In this respect English policy is as unscrupulous
as it is in Indi# or South Africa. The idea is, at any price to
deprive France of some of her strategic advantages, and to hold
‘her in check in Ceirtral Europe. is is the line followed by
' England in the Ruhr question, and in |every other European
qu&hon. According to England’s plan, Germany, like other
“‘vanquished” and ~“‘victorious” countrigs, is' to be another
pawn in the game against France. |

"¢ The great antagon’sms resulting within the Little Entente
from the Amglo-French g:‘me of inlrigy‘e have been -disclosed
most clearly by the arian and |Hunmgarian questions.

Whilst {u%(e:shvu took a determined stand against the coup
d’état of the mew Bulgarian governmenl, agd even threatened
armed intervention, Czecho-Slovakia stood coolly by and waited,
and Roumania adopted an atfitude of distinct approval. After
lengthy secret diplomatic negotiatons, three states did even-
tually agree to recognize the new government, but it would be
ridiculous to s of any sfable agreement. It may well be
assumed that England and France had a finger in the pie here.
[England seeks to support her power by arch-reactionary
{forms of government wherever she finds or to create these
‘where they to not already exist. The Bulgarian upheaval, in
which IHaly doubtless played a part, was in all likelihood also
influenced by E:Slmd. | T '
The attitude taken towards Hungary is characteristic.

The states of the Little Entente are hostile to Hungary. They
dare anxious to secure their influence in /the internal affairs of
Hungary by means of various miliulrg economic guarantees,
and are supported in these efforts by France. The latest at-
temps made by the Horthy government to raige loans were
rejected by the .R;parations Commission iin deference to Czech,
and. theuf‘ore to French, wishes. Simultaneously, however, the

lish government is starting a 'campaign in favor of
Hungary, against the decision of the Reparations Coﬂmumtg
and the English Minister for Foreign Affairs, Curzon, declar
~—while the Sinaja conference was sitting—that England would
stand for a “just solution of the Hungarian loan question.” This
is an open challenge to France and her vassal states, for
English aid lent to Horthy’s government has only one object,
that of gaining anti-French support. .

. rance bound the statés of the Little Entente to her-
self by a hundred chains. Czech army is under French
command; Czecho-Slovakia 4nd Yugoslavia have received gi-
gantic credits from France, etc. But England is not inactive
" either. The visits paid by English officers. to Roumania were

ceriainly not intended o foster friendliness towards the French.
But it was ngt ulnti; mul;gm to London that (;tn becamet 2 il;]u‘;:e
evident that Englan ying an importas e
inner political gevelopment of o-Slovakia. It then became
apparent that England has been employing ‘money, promises, and
other ‘“diplomatic means” for the f::rﬁ:e of rearing a Fascist
monarchist movement in Czecho-Slovakia; this movement is to
be pro-English, and is {o oppose the present pro-French
tendencies.

These are oniy a few indications, but they show with sui-
ficient clearness the nature of the forces at work in Central
Europe for the ‘ maintenance of peace”. The associations and
the actions of the great trusts show the {he same thing: France
is already in possession of points of support in the central
European states, while England is now striving {o create similar
centres.

From Greece to ’oland—everywhere everything is sub-
ordinate to this Anglo-French antagonism. When the official
communiqué of the Sinaja Conference announces the “complete
agreement ” of the states of the Little Entente, this is merely a
diplomatic veil cast over the actually underlying antagonisms.
These antagonisms come o the surface whenever any issue arises,
whether it be the “ Austrian question”, or the Bulgarian or
Hungarian question. They are skirmishes between outposts
which precede the world war of the future. .

E.C.CL

Resolution of the Enlarged Execuiive
on the Hamburg Amalgamation
Conference -

I. In August 1914 the Second International forfeited its
existence by the most infamous political and moral bankrupjcy.
The 2% International, by fusing with the Second, has finally and
formalk sealed its own treachery.

t the time when 't was founded, the Second and a Half
International maintained that it had nothing in common with
the parties who had cooperatzi in the war and civil peace
policies. I marched forth in all solemnity against social
patriotism and reformism; it was anxious to become a crystalli-
zation int for the l}:ﬂies of revolutionary class struggle:
it proudly proclaimed the social revolution, the dictatorship of the
Yroleuﬁat, the Soviet republic; it promised an energetic siruggle
or the soc’alization of the key industrie§, and against govern-
ment coalitions of exploiters and
thing which it did not want, and
methods and of the Comintern. .

The 2% International was a half way house between the
Second and Third Internationals. But its brief span of existence
has proved that it is not possible to prepare for revolution and
dictatorship without adopting the methods of the Comintern, and
while combatiing the Comintern; and that socialization without
proletarian dictatorship is self-deception or swindle. Thus the
2% International was condemned fo vacillate perpetually between
its hopeless socialization and capitalist reconstruction, until it
was ripe for capitalist reconstruction without the accompaniment
of flowery speeches on socialization, for mental coalition
with the capitalists, and for amalgamation with the Second
International. o

The 2% International was the ug)rasion of the radical-
minded section of the working class, who wanted revolutionary
class and a united fighting front with the communist
workers, but were not 5repared for the proletarian revolution.
But as the methods which it chose for carrying on the slmlgb%k.
for ing the promised socialization, and fgr bringin, ut
social improvement, became clearly more hopeless day by day,
and as the organized workers in its ranks began to approach tle
communist workers with growin sympathz, the leaders were
obliged—if they did not want to lose their hold on the workers
aliogether—to raise fresh hopes in the disappointed workers
by showing them a new way, the way of affiliaton with the
mt mass of workegs belonging to fhe Second International.

.50 the leaders of the 2% Infernational, who have so0 often
publicly declared® hat they were siriving for the union of all
hree infernationals, and that they would not agree to union
with the Second International alone, have now submitied un-

ited. There is only one
t was the principles and

conditionally to the lafter. ;
2. -But the Second Internationai, upon its reésurrection in
urg, did not even venture to .appear as that which it
really wanted to be before the great war. It did not find the
courage {0 renew the solemn oaths it swore at Stutigart and Basle
against war, because its leaders, having learnt something from

&
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their collapse in the great war, could not bope to deceive the
workers into believing that they still, as before August 1914, had
faith in paper resolutions aganst war, and because they feared
even a paper threai of revolution, which might be taken
. seriously by the workers. They were unable to take a stand
against imperialism, as they could still do at the international
congresses before the war, because themselves are now
ministers of the capitalist states, or are siriving to become
such, and because they degenerated during the war into
conscious agenis and lackeys of the bourgeoisie. They did not
wenture {o propose to the workers any real fighting measures
Against the progressive advance of the capitalist
did they dare to speak of socialization any longer, for they are
anxious for the reconstruction of capitalism, and this is onmly
possible at the expense of ihe workers, and cannot be:achieved
without a victorious capitalist offensive. They did not venture to
amnounce any actual struggle against the oppressive Versailles
- Peace, against the reparations, against the Ruhr outrage, against
the growth of armaments, against the increasing war danger,
inst national and colonial o ‘on, or against reaction and
ascism. They are enemies of the proletarian revolution, and
within the international labon movement they represent the
antagonistic interests of their ca ist states.

. And because they feared any real fight for the interests
of the proletariat, because they wished to fetter the workers to
the bourgepisie by means of democratic and. socialist phrases, as
they themselves are fettered, they ‘found themselves obliged
in ‘nm 1& rfgject the t;x;ited front with the revolutionary
v of the fighting proletariat.

| And since they do not want to fight a‘i:inat capitalism, and
have no clear answer to give to- any. of questions of such
yital interest to the ‘workers, the Hamburg International cannot
- . be a guide for the working class, not even to the modest extent
1o which the prewar International—a revolutionary organization
compared with the new body—was able to be.
e;'olgsicn%nd Im;‘i’oml t‘l'nu born alive, as t:u: chbl‘;él of the
t 5 it peri in the great war, at inning
E:gd t epoch, whose new and greater demands were
its ers. .
The l;:v Second International is a still-born child. It wiH
- be buried on the day of the first international comflict, of the
first violent collision between capital and labor.
This is the last rival of Comintern in the labor move-
ment, a rival which guaraniees the Comintern’s success.
3. The Hamburg International came into being through
the pressure of the great masses of the workers, who sought a
means of escape from their growing misery and ever increasing
peril in a union of all proletarian forces, and hoped to find a
g:rtecﬁng rampant in this union against a capitalism moviag
vitably to war. But this International—headed by leaders who
have served as minisiers of capitalist states, or would like to so
serve, and who have even signed the Treaty of Versailles—this
International . will soon be recoguized by workers who are
still deceived by it, as a protective rampart for the bourgeoisie.
gr‘,it wxll};t:ﬂ 1o pieces at the first shot, like its predecessor in
. ¢ 101 .
_The fask incumbent on the Comintern and its sections is
10 accelerate this inevitable process of disillusionment. this
can and must be done solely om the basis of the struggle for the
unifed - front of the proletariat, carried on nationally gnd imter-
nationally. This struggle for the united front must be carried on
more systemiatically -and decisively in evegecoung, and ia
nostooag:&e‘md& ular manner. To the united fromt of
social wi bourgeoisie
ﬁmtoraﬂtheexpldﬁedaz_ahut}rebwrgmiﬁe, itic
.. governmeuts of labor ties with the capitalists, fhe joint
struggle of all labor parties for the workers’ and peasants’
sz:emmem. And the more energetic and tenacious we make
is struggle, the sooner the great majority of the working arnd
mlmg:qmthehm: capitalism, and lead them fo a

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The English Dodk Sirike

By J. T. Marphy. .
it had been known for some fime that a reduction

sive; nor -

had charge of {

Dock Strike at Hull. They also lhad looked twice and thrice at’
the reduced wages received the /day before. Word ram round
the Docks and simply ct?pe-:l, work. There were no leaders
anywme Evtryzody was taken by surprise, officials, agitators,
everybody.

* " True, there was an agreement which stated that with the
fall of the official index figure rzlatinie(o the cost of h'vinf to
its present level the wages would reduced from 1i/-to
10/-per day. But the Docker is more or less a casual worker,
-and lucky nowadays if he gefs three days a week at work. Out
of his pay, insurance money must be deducted, and one cannot
ilet far on 22/-or 33/-per week.| To find this low level still

rther reduced was too much. They simply stopped work,
agreement or no agreement.

Efforts' were made 1o set yp Strike Committees, and in a
few days these were forthcoming. Meanwhile the Dockers of
Bristol, Avonmouth, Cardiff, Barry, Birkenhead, Liverpool, and
Manchester followed the Hull and London Dackers. [t was
a real bread strike. The Londop-Committee issued a number
of demands which were readily Bei upon and agreed to by
all districts. The program they issued reads as follows:—

(l; No Reductions in Wages. )
(2) The Revision of the Agr t. .
(3) No Work unti]l the Above are conceded.
(4) They must be conceded in all ports.

! SE No Separate Agreemen ~

6) No Leaving the Union.

(7) The Union {o recognize the Strike and Pay Strike Pay.
(8) Go_to the Guardians and demand outdoor reli€f.

(9) Co-operate with the Unemployed Organization.

(10) No Victimization.*

This program was drawn up on the initiative of the
Communists, and has remained the program throughout all the .
changes in the grwnncl of the various committees which have

strikers. : .

Within a week 60,000 dockers were on strike, but it was
evident that the official’ leaders, headed by Messrs. Bevin and
Gosling M. P., were up against it. Basing themselves upon the
sanctity of the agreement that had been made by them with the
employers, they flatly refused {o support the strikers. They
immedhleiy ordered fhem back to work and prepared to marshal
all the Trade Union machinery to force a resumption of work.

The annual conference of the Transport workers ‘was held
at the beginning of the second week of the strike. The delegates
had been elected many weeks before and represented many sec-
tions who were not dockers. Although two delegates came from
the Strike Committee they had little effect on.the conference.
Bevin and Gosling held forth that they could fot favor a strike
that would not be a national strike. ‘‘ To attempt fo get such a
strike,” 1they said, ““ in the face of the agreement, which the men
were breaking, and the 300 other agreements to which the Union
was bound, was a hopeless policy, and wrong. The mea had
now made an effective protest and they should go back {o work™.
By an overwhelm'ng majority the conference supporied the offi-
cia] leaders and urged the men {o refurn.

This decision had its effect upon the officials who were
widely known as su ers of the revolufionary movement, and
they began 1o echo the conference decision. The only people who
seemed to be unaffected were the strikers. During the next few
days the officials could not get a hearing. Anyonme suggesting a
return 1o work was | nl)ﬂget' away from the meetings with
a whole skin. But the olficials were fighters. They had made
up their minds to smash the strike. ey appealed to the em-
Kgryers to keep their hands off and they would settle the strike

them on basis of the agreement. Then began a m
campaign in the daily papers in which thc{n?ent some hun
of pounds in adv the resolutions manifestoes of of-
ficial committee meet'ngs. The General Council of the Trades
Union Congress came out with 3 manifesto and supporied the
officials, and Mr. MacDonald, !eaaer of the Labor Party, roundly
denounced the umofficial revolt. He says in the Socialist Re-
view” for Angust: “ The Union provides a proper way for de.
mand’ng what wages are mf'g:ﬁred, and whoever encourages ihis
kind of revolt are only mischief makers — even if hot weather
enables them fo score some success”. )

A series of meelings and conferences were arranged in
the provinces, and at the end of three weeks campa?nmg they
had succeeded in gefting the provincial dockers back {o work at
the reduced rate. A{ the beginning of the fifth week the London
Dockers were left fo fight on alone. At the beginning of the
sixth week the forces are solid, and the London are com-
pletely tied up. e ot

The strike has been remarkable for rank and file sohdx{;t{‘
and equally remarkable for confusion amongst the leaders. Fro .
the moment’ the officials began {heir campaign, the unofficial.

1 é .
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strike commitiees were under the suspicion qt the men if they
went near the officials. Un.on competition added to the confusion.
When the Dockers led the way, the Strike Committees ‘n Londen
began {o look for Tom Mann to take the lead after the officials
had refused. Just at the moment Mann was about to enfer the
fray, new forces came along and altered the \composition of the
" Strike Committee. A rival union of the Transport and General
“'Workers’ Union now went on sirike in support of the Dockers,
whilst some of the men who had been associaied with Tom Mann
in the R.I.L.U. and the Commun st Party had got into discred't
by joining in the official chorus for sending the mén back to
work. With the enlargement of the strike and the change in the
. make-up of the Central Strike Committee, the leadership became
completely reactionary so far as its_political outlock was con-

cerned and rejec.ed the ass'stance of Tom Mann, the Communist®

Party and the R..L.U. Union squabbles were introduced into
‘ ﬂ‘;situaﬁon and the delegates from.the provinces were rebuffed.
The I'ondon Commitiee wanted the strike to be a London strike,
and have nothing to do with the provinces. It was this rebuff
which weakened the provincial committees and enables the union
officials to ga'n the upper hand and to drive the men back
to work. - . .

At the moment when Tom Mann was prepared to {ake the
lead, 14,000 Dublin Dockers went on strike, on similar issues,
and there were big possibilities of a Mann and Larkin combina-
tion. The spirit of the Dockers was splendid throughout, but
they have’ been unfortunate in the committees that have been
thrown up 1o lead them. Dur'ng the first three weeks of the
strike the London ‘Committee issued a Strike Bulletin. With the
extension of the sirike {o tnhe Stevedores, Lighlermen, etc., and the
enlargement of the Strike Committee, they dropped the bulletin.
Th munist Party tried to make good this mistake by issuin
a l?)ockers’rf.dition of the ‘ Workers’ Weekly ”.. Four spec’a
editions have appeared, but at no moment has the hope of a new
leaderThip in the hands of Tom Mann' and Larkin again seemed

ible. ' - i
~ It must not be thought that the Strike Committee in
London has done nothing in the way of hdlding the forces {o-
gether. They have done wondtrs in the Ldndon area with the
men under their control, but always their narrow polit'cal vision
and craft union prejudi revented them |from enlarging the
struggle either amongst the Dockers or other workers. Parochial
ideas ruled the situation. Everything had t¢ be local to inspire
them. For example, the following cable was received from
New York on July 24th: P

“Strike declared at New York by marine workers,
seek .10 cooperate with Brit'sh Transport Workers, letter
following—signed General Strike Commiittee.” .

This telegram received scant attention from the Committee.
But when the crew of a German s:_li? marched with the Bermond-
eey and Rotherhithe strikers and refused to blackleg the dockers,
they got a ‘'wonderful reception from the strikers. Other mani-
‘festations of international solidarity enthused the workers. When
blacklegs attempted to unload two Australian ships named the
“ Hobson’s Bay” and ‘ Esperanza Bay” they were promptly
asked their business. When the blacklegs dttempted to explain,

_ they were chased off the ships by the crews. hen two Nor-
wegian ships were berthed at the wharf near Tower Bridge
where blacklegging was going on, the blacklegs q_c})‘t a surprise.
The crews refused to allow t to approach. is spirit has
had a splendid effect in ‘nspiring mass marches and mass
pickets but has not broken down the prejudices of the Committee.

One other important factor has strengthened the Ugp-
official Committee’s position both agains{” ‘he officials w
wanted to get the men back fo work and against the more re-
volutionary elements who wanted to extend the strike to other
ports and to other sections of workers. When the strike began
and the men could not draw strike pay the Communist Party
.and strike leaders urged the strikers and their families to claim
outdoor relief from the Boards of Guard'ans. They got outdoor
relief, with the result that many families were better off with the
men on strike than when at work. .This cut both ways. - It
strengthened the strike on the spot but miade the strikers in-
different to the proposals for an extension bf the strike.

Six weeks have now passed. The strike holds fast in
Lopndon.. The men refused to go back on terms less than
11/-per day and a pledge to examiue the indtx figures governing
the cost of I'ving. The Communist Party is campaigning for
an extension of the strike as the only meang of forcing the pace
on behalf of the men. This sirike is the first big spontaneous
revolt against the union bureaucracy, indicpting that the limits
of passive_endurance are rapidly being reachened and that the
sovial pacif'st officials cannot look forward any longer to a
period of quietly machining - the workersT into 3ubjection by
means of joint agreements with the boss. |

|

“THE UNITED FRONT

The United Front in Ausiralia
By W. P. Earsman (Moscow),

The latest information fo hand, states that the Labor ‘

Party of New South Wales has accepted the affiliation of the
Communist Party. This means that on the economic and political
fields the working class ‘n Australia is at last united.

Not only %as the “United Front” of the workers been
brought about, but it has already achleved some Success. The
Queensland elections are just over and the Labor Party has
been returried as the Government for the third time in success.on,
with the biggest majorify of members they have ever had. This
success of the Labor Party is in no small degree due to the
efforts and activities of members of the Commun’st Party.

It was a difficult task for the Central Committee of the
Party convince the revolutionary workers that thay must support
the Labor Party, because of the fact that Mr. Theodore, the
Premier of Queensland, is one of the greatest enemies of the
revolutionary workers. He has never missed an opportunity of
putting the boot into the rebels, and has often had them
victimized. But, so far, he has, on the whole, failed in ‘,his
?urpose, and it now remains fo be seen how he will act ip/ the
vture. /

‘ With the success of the C. P. in entering the Labor Party,
with the right of organizing and carrying on its propaganda,
it must not be thought that the Communists have an easy task
before them. In fact, it is only now that the party w’ll commence
to function as a real part of the working class. The road we
must travel 1s very rough, the traps and pitfalls are numerous
and the responsibility is great. More so than in many other
countries because of the smallness of the part{.

It is true that the C.P. has not a large membership,
which is not exceptional in English-speaking countries, but
nevertheless' the party’s influence among the masses is great.
This is the case of any party which has its roots so deeply and
firmly planted in the {rade unions as the C.P. of Australia has.

The charge, which has often been made, that the Com-
munist Parties have neglected the trade unions, cannot be
levelled against the Australian party. All the party’s activities
have been with the.trade unions and through them. The party
was actually born in the trade unions. That js why the “United
Front” has. been secured politically and economically.

Before the C.P. blossomed into a legal political party, the
first step which was taken, in the early part of 1920, was to form
groups of all the rebel workers in the trade unions. This tactic
had some success, and, when the time came for launching the
party, we had already some groups organized as tfrade union
nuclei. It will therefore be seen that we have been always very
close to the working Class and its daily struggle. Many
prominent positions in the trade unions are in the hands of the
Communists. The Sydney Labor Council, which represents
237,000 miembers and which is affil’ated to the Profintern, has
no less than 10 members of the party on its Executive of 12. Stili
it must not be thought that the party is a strong mass organi-
zation. It has yet to convince the workers of the necessity of
joining the C. In this respect the Australian party has as
many difficulties to face as the British Party. .

The decisions and discussions of the Enlarged Executive,
particulary those with the Norwegian comrades, will be of great
assistance to the C. P. of A. In the Norwegian Party we will
find one of the difficulties we may have to face n the near future;
that is, the turning of the trade union affiliation into individual
membership of the party.

Again, it must always be remembered that the Labor
Party in Austral’a has frequently held the reins of Government
during ‘the past twenty years. Further, that most of the reforms
which are possible under capitalism, and which have been and
are advocated by .yellow labor leaders, have been tested in
Australia, and are now either in the waste paper basket, or are
attached fo the program of the bourgois parties. Therefore the
future program of the Australian Labor Party, if it means to
live as-a working class party, can only be the program of the
Commun’st' Party.

The next year or two promise to be the most vital and
interesting in the history of the Australian working class. The
workers of New South Wales are leadin¥ the way, and very
soon the .workers of the other States will follow.

Once they hgve done so, the oberations of clearing the
field for action must begin. The working, class of Australia and
the C.P. of “A. at this time require the help of the workers of
other couniries, and this, together with the sound and seasoned
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advice of the real leader of the working class;The Communist
—will emable them fo fulfill their mission amd
establish a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government in the

THE COLONIES
Communism in Java

* In No. 72 of the Inprecorr we published an
article by Comrade L. A., “ The Labor Movement
on the island of Java”. Comrades Malakka and

sma now send us a statement differing from
that of Comrade L. A., which we print xsag y.

L
By P. Bergsma (Holland).

The Dutch East Indian Communist Party, “ Perserekatan

- Kommunist India”, has been reinforced to the number of several
thousand members by the affiliation of the Semerang (Java) local
&r‘otz of the Sarekat Islam (the great Islamic People’s Party),
rgest local SI. orgamization in the whaole Indies. In Java

it has alwaye been the endeavor of the communists o strive to
in influence in the great People’s Party, the Sarekat Islam, and

have

Rega with occidental eyes, the circumstances of the
people’s movement in Java convey an impression that the com-
munists have but little significance in the East Indies at present,
and that they are are conducting propaganda without any system.
This false impression mot only gives an enfirely wrong idea of
dhe real situation in the Indies, but causes the work done by our
comrades, under the most difficult circumstances, to be greatly

deresfimated.

un :

The methods of work adopted by our comrades in the
Indies are not always understood in Eurepe. But to be understood
is not the main thing. We must look af the results. And these
are supremely favorable to us in Java.

Only a few years ago there was not the slightest trace
of communism in parts. Now a party has sprung into
existenice; we have our press; the trade unions are under com-
munist leadership; the S.L groups have commuuists as leaders, etc.
And all this has been 2 bed by the East Indians them-
selves, without the aid of Europeass.

That we are not exag:nﬁng is best proved by the bitter
war being waged by the Dutch government against the com-
gmunists

In the Indies {here are thousands of Sarekat Islam members
who can be coumted as communists no less than the actual
members of the C. P. The mass entry of S.I. members into
the C.P. has only altered the form of organization. The report
of this affiliation confirms our assertion that the S.L. of Semerang
fs communist . '

This reinforcement of the C.P. signifies that persistent
communist propaganda has led s of the sons of this
ensiaved orieatal people into the camp of the Third International,
into battle against world capital. And those whom we fave
40 thask for this are our t Indian comrades, now being

persecuted by the blackest reaction.
iL
By 7. Malakka.

Comrade L. A. speaks of “impudent reaction”, and of the
mymndammhd-tbe“marhmhedm
§he ocountry, but he does not throw ient light on the further
fact that reaction, the agency of the govermment, is
exercising a sirict over communist correspondence and

X ; s § par
committee. It is not possible here to in detail with the activity
of our comrades in Madium, or to Eo into their work at the
last Sarekat Islam conference at Jokja, where large mumbers

Sarekat members have now been brought under commuaist
ip; nor do we pr to discuss the activity of the
ist congress in Bandung, the 13 schools which have been

established by the various seciions, and, above all, the great
trhisﬂevel?ingin our favor in the Sarekat Islam. The cor-

 application of the united front factic has already led to as
. Wmamy as 20 section's of the S.1. coming under communist feader-

12

ship. (These 20 sections had previously about 100,000 members.)
We may fairly estimate that at present we have 13,000 members
in our party (including Ternate), and, further, at least 30,000
workers aJpeuum in the Sarekat Islam upon whom we can
count, who are not yet members of the trade unions, but are under
communist lea i R
Besides the railwaymen, the post and telegraph workers
and the workers in the sugar factories play a most im-
portant role in the Duich Past Indies. These have been under
communist Jeadership for months. The work of reorganization
undertaken by the communists among these categories of workers,
who were formerly under nationalist leadership, makes excellent
progress. A false impression is thus given by Comrade L. A's
slatement that only the railwaymen’s union hae been maintained.
The last congress, held in March, brought not only almost alf
the trade umions and the Red S.I. under communist influence,
but also the nationalist Indian party and the Budi-Utomo. And
although we must admit that our Suara Rajal is still somewhat
weak, 1t must be recollected that all the old editors have either
been arrested, banished or deporfed. Despits this, translations
of communist titerature and discussions on the national and inter-
national situations are regularly published. The daily organ of
the commumist S.I. in Semerang, the Sinar Hindia, has been
fairly efficiently edited for some years: The views which it
now expresses on the situation of the working class, its criticisms
of the government, its polemical articles against nationalist
leaders, etc., are all pervaded with the communist spirit. At the
esent time the communist press is precisely what the Fast
r;dian working class needs and wants, for it mirrors the life of
thie workers.
Comrade Semaocu and Darsono were recenfly subjected
{0 an interrogation by the government. In Java this is the pre-
liminary to banishment. e government warned the two com-
rades {o desist from further propaganda in the trade uuions,
and from the work of radical organization in the Sarekat Isfame.
This is a proof that our comrades have been maintaining a revolu-
tionary attitude.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

The Fifth Anniversary of the
Narkomsdrav ,

(People’'s Commissariat for Health)
By 8. Turki (Moscow).

In May and June of this year there were seweral medical
congresses in Moscow: for bacteriology, epidemiology, for com-
batting tubercudsis and venereal diseases, for the profection
of motherhood and infancy. The programs of these congresses,
as well as the reports and addresses given by Russian and
foreign participators, all bore a strictly sciemtific character.
The representatives of the working class attending these com-
gresses were given the rtunity of following the proceedings
and forming an idea of the significance of the ress of
medical science for the protection of public bealth; this is a
feature imparting to the congresses held in Moscow a character
entirely different to that of similar meetings in other countries.
The combination of science and labor with the aim of reafizing
the ideas of social hygiene and social medicine gave the cou-

gresses their distingnshed . The fal pur-
pose of the “Narkomsdrav”, which is fo induce the broad
masses of the to take active part in the work of protectin

the public health, that is, to realize in actual life the princi
that “the health of the foilers is the comcern of -the toilers
themselves”, has thus found concrete expression in actual contact
between science and labor.

The maierial basis for the realization of this principle
was cren? by the g ml:lcliﬁo;,' for this created !(he
necessi replacin otic of organization prevaifing
in m&n of gubﬁg health under the Czarist regime by ihe
concentration of work in fhis sphere, in the interests of the
protection of the working people, in the hands of a single People’s
Commissariat.

On July 21, 1916, the “Narkomsdrav” undertook the.care
of public health. Since ‘then thes‘‘Narkomsdrav” has beem
endeavoring, despife all material and financial obstacles arising
from epidemics, civil wars, famines, blockade eic., to introduce
all the new methods of- protecting public health which are
characteristic of the Russia of the workers and peasanis.

In a capitalist social order the methods of prevention, of
prophylaxis, in combatiing di are only accessible lo the
ruling classes. Stafistical investigalions have amply demonsiraied
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the fact that in the case of epidemics by far the greatest number
of victims belong to the working class.” |
To prevent disease, that is, to provide the best possible
sanitary conditions for the masses of the people (proper housing,
workers’ protection, hygienic working conditibng, etc.,), to apply
proptylactic methods for the benefit of the broad masses of
‘ the populaiion—this is the fundamental watchword ~of Soviet
medical endeavor. The worker 18 not to be cured for.the purpose
of making him capable of being further exploited by capitalism,
but such conditions of life are to be provided for him, such
conditions of work, food, and rest, thiat the organism of the
worker is given the best 1protectiOn against the danger - of
disease. The utilization of all scientific knowledge, of all ciimatic
and physiatric mettods of treatment, among {he broad masscs of
the people—this is the leading thought artuating the whole
activity of the “Narkomsdrav”’. Medical assistance is becomin
more and more available to the whole population of the R.S.F.S.R.
In the year 1918, 30.154.093 persons received medical aid; in
the year 1921, 64,598,747, he number qdf medical disiricts
and sanifary stations superintended by medical officers (exclusive
_ of the railway medica! districis), was 2,486 in the year 1918 and
2089 in 1621. The number of medical insti{utions in 1919 was
1470, with 119,5€0 beds; by the year 1921 there were already
2443 modical institutions with 156,682 beds. Special attention has
alsa been devated during this time fo giving the broad masses of
the population the opportunity to benefit by visits to watering
places. The number of patients who could be accomodated in
ﬁeahh resorts amounted to 48,435 in the 1920, 66,516 in 1921.
In 19)8 the number of beds available in health ressorts was
1840, mn 1921 it was 29,790. ;
. The first prerequisite for the application of the principle
upon ‘which the whole activity of the ‘“Narkomsdrav” is based,
has naturally involved special measures for the protection of
motherheod, of infants and of %rowing children. From the
moment of procreation the idea of the protection of the child's
health must be kept in the foreground. The labor code of the
« Soviet republics ordains special measures for the protection of
expectant mothers (liberation from work for! two months before
and two months after confinement; privileges with regard to
housing accomodation; homes for the mot?ners and children).
A healthy mother is the best security for| the health of the
children;  healthy children are a security far the health of the
ulzion. The constant increase in the number of institutions
or maternity profection is one success gain¢d for public health
by the activity of the ‘“‘Narkomsdrav”.
This fundamental task in the sphere of prophylactic
measures dcees not prevent the People’s Commissariat for Health
. from mobilizing numerous forces against the epidemics prevalent
at the ~resent time—spotted fever, intermittent, fever and cholera—
and from attaining considerable. success }hxe also. As a

statistical proof of this fact it suffices to gjve the comparative
numbers of those attacked by spotted and intermitient fever.
In - January, 1922, 653,537 persons were takem ill with inter-
mittent fever. In the year 1923, 119321 persqns contracted inter-
mitient fever during the same period. Durjng the same times
124,717 persons were attacked by spotted fever in the year 1923,
as compared with 764,262 in 1

) A most important auxiliary in the protection of public
health, and in inducing the broad masses of the people actively
to participate in this work, is sanitary propaganc{: enlightment
with respect to hygienic questions. ‘

. “The diffusion of knowledge in this djrection is the task
of a special department of the “Narkomsdrav”. The Czarist
regime endeavored to suppress any such measures. It is the
gfru:gnple of ‘;he 55 sﬁﬁ}l;?msdra‘z 7, in cdtfxcati the broad masses

e ple to -help, to learn itself, and then to act on its
Jmnwlusm 3 . 3

. The struggle against the social diseases (tuberculosis,
venereal diseases, prostitution, alcoholism) is being conducted on
the broadest possible scale. The main cause of the social diseases
lies in the exploitation of human beings by other human beings.
Capitalism, anxious to protect its own interests, has never gone

_thoroughly idto the question of combaiting ithe social diseases.
These: digedses, bearing within t the danger of degeneration
of the himan race, have been combatted under capitalism by half
measgurés only. Soviet medical science places the struggle against
the social diseases on the broad basis of protection of labor
{ghorter working hours, combatting of unemployment, provision
“of proper_ housing), .and of. extensive prophylactic measures.

" In the course of the past five years al| the necessary con-
ditions for the unRindered execution of the “Narkomsdrav’s” pro-

~ . gram hdve by no means existed. The interventions on the part
of -the Enfente, the civil h?f. the famine, the various epidemics,
- all these have obliged the People’s Commissariat for Health to

oesd ‘iu‘ but

forces -from one frant {o another; the
.y N

I

'restoring the devastated areas consists in removmg

" household, with an addition of 200 francs for each

.

blockade made the.import of the most necessary remedies into
Russia. impossible. : o B ~

With, .the transition to the New Economic Policy the
“ Narkomsdrav ” had to restrict general free medical treatmen:,
and to reconstruct a number of institutions in accordance with
the new conditions, But although it proved ‘necessary to fimi:,
{0 some exient, the work dome, the fundamental program was
by no means lost sight of. The material possibilities for tre
realization of the tasks of the ‘“ Narkomsdrav” increase pro-
portionately to the restoration of the productive forces of Russia,
and fo the econcmiic reconstruction of the country.

Medicine, as practised by Pasteur and Virchow, has after
its em:mcifalion from the spell of metaphysics, developed from
its original empericism to a sirictly scientific experimental branch
of knowledge. But its further evolution, the utilization of all
ile knowlegge gained {o combat disease, meets an insuperable
barrier in the capitalist social order. In investigatling the
causes of disease, scientific medicine was bound to observe
the extreme and decisive significance of social conditions
in the spread of mass diseases. But the progress of medical
science in the capitalist state was halted before the ideas
of social hygiene, of social pathology, of social medicine. It is

only a workers’ state which can create a material basis for the

realization of these ideas. The first five years of the act'rvi?' of
the *““Narkomsdrav” have Leen the first phase in the history of the
protection of the health of fhe people, the first steps on the
road fo the utilization of scientific knowledge on a com-
prehensive social basis

ECONOMICS

The Profiieers of. Restoration

The last work of Comrade Ker.

The following article was received by the editor
of the Humanité a few hours before the telegram an-
nouncing the sudden death of Comrade Ker. Com-
rade Ker thus worked literally up to his last moment
in the service of the Party.

Simple-minded folk are of the opinmion that the task of
. : ing the ruins as
ra(gdly as possib.e. But in reality it is a matter of enriching the
“damaged ” capitalists as rapidly as possible. Qur plutocrats
are essentially the gemﬁteers of restoration. The correctness of
this assertion may be proved by countless facts. Here we shall
deal with one question only, that of the pecuniary advances made
to the industrialists, and made with such generosity and lack.of
control that the advances are often h'gher than the actual indem-
nity granted. .

According to the law of 1919, those suffering loss through
the war receive advances to cover their most urgent requirements.
The obvious intention of the law is, to enable the most unhappy
sufferers fo obtain the nmecessary means for putting their houses
in order and buying the most necessary articles of furniture. In
actual Erachce it operates very d'fferently. The law intended to
serve the interests of the great mass of war sufferers has in fact
become a source of enrichment of the big indusfrialists. So long
as it is a quest'on of making advances to suffcrers in poor cir-
cumstances, the strictest economy is observed. These advances
are intended for the purchase of furniture and linen, and the
standard rate of the grant in such cases is 1000 francs for each
son be-
longing to the household. In the case of the big industrialists,
however, it is invariably assumed that the matter :s ome of urgent
necessity, and the desired advances are made at once, A special
office has been established far industrial restoration, and this
fixes the amounts of the advances granted to the industrialists.
This office has the damages assessegr by its experts. What kind
of experts are these? Old officers without any expert knowledge
whatever, who have to estimate today the value of a brewery,
tomorrow that of an iron works, and fhe day after the value of a
textile factory. These so-called experts having assessed the sum
to be paid in compensation, the office for industrial restoration
1he1]1 makes advances up to 75%. Truly work on a magnificent
scale.

_ The office for industrial restoration is so generous in iis
estimates that the district commissions, which have to settle the
final indemnity, assess much lower sums in most cases. The
real compensatien is -frequently less than the 75% which the
office for restoration has alreaJ'y aid out as an advance. Thus
many indusirialists have been rendered debtors and not creditors
of the state by this system of advances. The amounts paid in
excess fo the big industrialis(s often amount fo hundreds of
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thousands, even millions of francs. These excess sums are paid
back vexa; slowly by 1?«: industtrialistfs. tl;nddtlhae state does notL
requjre the payment of any interest for e delay in repaymen
Thus we hxe a ecﬁ; scandalous situation; the state ex-
chequer places millions at the disposal of the capitalists, for a
period of years, entirely free of charge.
The district commissions come down on the small sufferers

with corresponding ruthlessness. These are treated with the

test severity and suspicion. Every kind of pressure and
mt is employed to induce them to reduce their claims, for the
state must ““ save” . This is what the work of restorat'on looks
like in reality. The small sufferers sit in their wretched hovels
and ask themselves if they are to be pursued for ever by the
horrors of war. They know that they are being deceived, that
pillaged, and that the profiteers of restoration
are unscrupulously enriching themselves at their expense.

FASCISM
More “Victories” of Mussolini

By Giacomo (Rome). -

After the miny reports which have recently been circulated
in the bourgeois press with ard to increasing ferment, and
even complete demoralisation in the ranks of Fascism, the
Fascisti have once more found it possible to report a couple of
#yictories .

The first victory was won a week ago on the occasion of
the debates on the suffrage reform, when the secretary of the
Catholic People’s Party (%"opohri), Don Sturzo, who had led
his large party in the name of democracy against the Fascist
mutilation of the suffrage, was obliged fo Tesign. This resigna-

‘tion was regarded as a great victory for Mussolini, especially in

¥ehy-bourgeois circles. Various arguments have been brought
orward to grove that Don Sturzo was persuaded to fake this

step under the pressure of the Vatican, after Mussolini had con-

* trived to make great concessions to it. Don Sturzo himself made

: mty of the “little people”, small peasant

manceuvres. He leads the petty bourgeois o

" reform, was accepted by 235 votes against

:be d?:laration in which something similar might be read between
ines.

But the Fascisti, who also appear to be well informed, have

ed this resignation with less rejoicing. The Agenzia Volia,

official Fascist agency, issued an indignant notice on July 11,

the day after the resignation; this notice was in all probability

_the work of Mussolini himself, and contained the reproaches and

threats directed against Don Sturzo by the Fascisti- who accuse
him of having resigned his post as secretary of the party solely
for the purpase of taking up another position, in which he can
carry on his campaign agamnst Fascism with greater ease. As
he has remained a member of the party central and of the party
committee, he retains his influence in the party as before; but

Mussol'ni has declared war fo the knife against him, although-

he holds this position.
This Fascist view is fairly correct. The Popolari are the
backward prole-
ans, and village priests. The nature of the elements of
which the party is makes it impossible for them to
carry on any emergetic struggle. But the ign being con-
ducted b[: the Fascisti against the workers and petty bourgeois
affects the masses composing the party more and more every
daé,r:snd these seek the protection and defence of their threatened
in ts by their orarty Under these circumstances Don Sturzo,
a good scholar of the Vatican and himself a priest, resorts to
] ition to the
Fascisti, but contrives at the same time fo avoid a decision at
the critical moment. It is very probable that his resignation is

only a_strategic move.

e other “ victory ” of Fascism was gained in Parliament
on July 17. After making a fairly conciliatory speech, in which
he even invited the socialists to f})articipate in his government,
Mussolini received a vote of confidence by 303 votes (including
those of the Ponolari) against 140 votes of the commmunists, so-
cialists, and republicans. The second half of the vote of con-
fidence, intended to.approve the outline fiven of the suffrage

39, 77 of the Popolari
abstaining from voting.

The Popolari have thus again avoided any energetic
struggle for the defeat of the suffrage n{onnlnv;vhich signifies
the end of the democratic Parliament in Italy. ey have main-
tained a partial opposition only, by their abstentions from voting.
But that they are none the less not prepared to follow the Fas-
cisti through thick and thin may be seen from the fact that on
mwd&% the‘;hexcgaudedd gdom tl}ea partyf thlfe'l ight wing Po-

es who voted in favor of the s orm.

The reformists and the leaders of the Amsmﬁm trade

maions: immediately accepted Mussolini’s invitation. D’Arragona

at once made a declaration, expressing in flowery language the
readiness of his party for such colaboration. Enrico Ferri even
declared that he would abstain from voting as a token of the
loyal opposition of his party. This action is consistent with the
endeavors being made by the social .democratic leaders of all
countries to enter into a coalition- with every bourgeoisie, even
with Mussolini. i

The behavior of the Popolari, and the readiness of the
Italian reformists to collaborate, once more clearly demonstrate
to the Italian proletariat that a fight against Fascism is only
possible by means of the indispensable class struggle. During
the last few months, in the course of which the incapacity of the
Fascisti has alienated the petty bourgeoisie and the intellectuals
more and more from Fascism, and gl?ferment and disappoint-
ment among the Fascisti themselves have increased daily, many
good comrades - have come to believe that the Fascisti would
collapse under the dissatisfaction of the great masses and under
their own growing internal weakness, They have hoped that the
open struggle, demanding Tresh sa%‘iﬁces from the decimated
proletariat, might thus be avoided. The hesitating and irresolute
attitude of the Popolari, and the determination of the reformists
to aid the Fascisti, show that Fascism|is only to be combatted and
ann‘hilated by the revolutionary wquing masses, led by the
Comunist Party. ‘ .

The situation has, however, 1ot been improved by this
parliamentary victory of Fascism. It has not given work to one
member of the unemployed. It has not prevented the bankruptcy
of a single Italian capitalist, and on|the exchange the lire con-
tinues to fall as before, slowly but sur¢ly. The unsolved problems
which Fascism has been tackling inm vain, and which have so
so rapidly brought about general lgsmppoirnrnent with Fascist
statesmanship, are still burning questions, and will soon efface
the mpression made by this cheaply lwon parliamentary victory.

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES
The Death of President Harding

By I. Amter.

The death of President Harding removes one more of the
mediocrities that capital uses as puppets in ruling the United
States. A journalist by profession, Harding was brought out of
the dark into the limelight in 1920, when, owing to the abundance
of Republican candidates for the presidency of the United States
presented at the Republican conventian, it looked as if an agree-
ment would not be reached.

ust as in 1916, when Wilson and Hughes were nominated,
and Wall Street, scrutinizing the noninations, said: “ The pre-
sidential nominations are most satisfactory from a financial
standpoint,” it could and did say th¢ same thing in 1920, when
Harding and Cox were nominated. From a financial standpoint,
there was little to fear from either candidate—both were most
satisfactory. It was merely a quesfion of whether Rockefeller
was to rule the country for four years through Harding, or-
Morgan through Cox. he “ People” had suffered endless de--
ception at the hands of Wilson: he
sufferings of the farmers, he had disregarded the coal miners
and steel workers, and had made wanton use of the military’
against them. Hence, true to form, the American people
;_c_hanged horses ”, in the hope of a betterment of their con-
1tion. |

Unemployment became a serious faclor at the end of 1920
and the bginning of 1921, During the latter year, it attained the
startling number of 8,000,000, includ ng a mullion war veterans.
Harding called an Unemployment Conference of merchants and
big employers, together with such |abor ‘ representatives” as
Samuel Gompers. The conference established the fact that un-
employment existed. It decided to do what inevitably is done
in such matters, especially in America: it appointed a commis-
sion to study the question. Its sole recommendation for imme-
diate application was that the employers should provide work
for the jobless! It was a genial conference, and met with the
full approval of Gompers.

In 1920 came the tremendous strikes of the miners, rail-
roadmey and textile workers, involving 1,500,000 men. The ca-
pitalists resorted to injunctions, to the use of thugs, police and
militia. They made widespread use of the American institution
of the “frameup”, in order to get rid of the most militant
leaders and workers, and intimidate the rest. Then, when the
workers showed no intention of giving up the fight, Federal
troops were ordered into the field, fully equipped for war:
tanks, gas, airplanesetc. Finally, in September, 1922, the in-
hmoqs%)augherty injuniction was issued—and recently was made

ad paid no attention to the
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* be offset by Harding’s prom'ses.

~ very soon to be the field of serious conflict,
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permanent—whereby strikes, sympathy | with the strikers and
every 1orm of aid to them were prohibited, infractions being
penalized by imprisoument.
- The larmers of America have beep {he especial vict'ms of
American exploitation. I wo millions of|the ‘farming population
left the farms’'in 1922 More than 38 per cent of the American
4armers are tenants: the farms of morg than 40 per cent are
morigaged.” The farmers have a load off & 8,000 (00,00 in mort-
gages to bear They are robbed by lhe railroads: they are
robbed by the middlemeun.
Harding had (o make a gesture in support of the farmers.

‘A Farm Credits Bill was passed before the close of the last
sess'on of Congress
ment, that when Harding was on his| trip to the West and
Alaska—ihe tour on wh.ch he died—he| was frequemsly greeted
with taunts from the farmers. He was prevented from interven-
ing in the election i1 M:nnesota on béhalf of the Republican
nominee—and nevertheless .the Kepublicen was overwhelmingly
defeated by the Farmer Labor candidate!| Wheat has gone down
10 Ot cents a bushel That sounds a tragic nofe that could not
The | attitude of the country
pressed n the
arty at the elec-

generally o tlarding and his policies was
crushing defeat aamin:stered to the Rep blican

- tions in November

But to the cagitalists, Harding was very valuable. A
tariff was enacted that has put billions into the treasuries of the
steel manufacturers alone He allowed numerous mergers to
take place—in spite of the fact that a Sherman Anti-trust law
exists. Stell concerns, packing, copper, textile, woolen concerns
‘banks and trust companies have merged-—to the emhancement of
their profits. Harding was for the consalidation of fhe railroads
~nto feur systems, which would pract'cally eliminate the * com-
petition " that is beld up to the American public as the sine qua
non of existence and progress. Duritig the last year, stock

" dividends amounting to billions have beeF distributed among the

fortunate stockho:ders of the trusts—and these dividends are
tax-free. Harding guaranteed a ‘fair’! refurn to the railroad
companies. He fried to rob the Uniled States treasury of
$500,000,000, as a subsidy for the ship in? concerns, and was
only prevented by the obstructive tactics of {
Congress. ;

In fact, voices are becoming loud for economic reciprocity
—o. political union! TIhe West Indies, suifering and crying out
under the tyrannical rule of American bayonets, have likewise

he progressives in

- come under the tutelage ot American imperial’sm.

rican finance, is bound
The rush of Eng-
land, America and japan to secure control of China’s resources
and the administration of her affairs, and the intention of Great
Britain 16 reinforce the naval base at Singapore, augur an early
* conflict. F

American capital, under the aegi}

China, the latest adventure of Am

v of Harding, has also
entered Austria. organ participated ‘n the international loan
to Austria, which has practically made Austria a playground of
international trickery. The offer of a loan. to Persia, provided it
is secured by concession, and of a loan to Germany, provided she
accepts the same terms and statutes as Austria, the buy’ng up of
industrial properties in Germany and Austria, all demonstrate
that American imperialism is now full-fledged and ready to take
up the fight with England and Japan.

. The attitude of the Harding administration fo Soviet
Russia has been similar to its attituge on many other questions:
vacillating. ~ Shortly after taking office, through Secretary of
State Hughes, Harding announced that America would be ready
1o enter into relations with the Soviet Government, if certain
guarantees were given. Soviet Russia was prepared to negotiate
these ‘demands, but, little by little, the American sovernment has
receded from this position.  There is no doubt that the American
govemment hoped that the famine of 1 would undermine the

oviet government.and lead to a revolt of the peasants. The
philantrop’c assistance that was given through the American
Administration had the ulterior aim of enabling the American
f:vei‘nment to get in fouch with the neasants in the villages,

learn their real cenditions and to aid ip amy revolt that m'ght
occur. -

_American industrialists and financiers have yisiied Soviet
Russia and have been impressed with the condifions there. Mr.
Bush, who was in Soviet Russia a short ime ago, remarked that
condifions were vastly superior in Russia(to what he had seen in

y—under the rule of capitalism. nator Wheeler, on his

return {0 | nited States, sa:d that the] American Government
might as well recognize Soviet Russia nof, as she will be bound
to do so later. {

The miovement for the recoguition of Soviet Russia, even in
the Republican Party, is growing. Severaj of the progressive are

:.~open profagonists of recogmition. - It is dlear that oif and other

The fariners are so elated at this achieve- .

concessions will be the only objects that will lead to this re-
cognition. ' . .
Harding’s latest feat was his fight to get America into the
World Court. - Although the fear of becom:ng embroiled in
European affairs was one of the causes of Wilson's defeat,
Harding believed thai by pretending that the World Court has
nothing to do with the League of Nations, he gradually could
lead America into the League—without the peopie being aware
of it. Tte progressives sounded the alarm.. 1he chairman of the
Republican Party protested: Harding was forced to miodify h's
demand, fo the effect that America would join only if the Court
were completely disscciated from the League. It is clear, how-
ever, that American finance is preparing to enter the League,
but  will use the same "deception that the * pacifist”- W:lson
employed in getting América into the World War. ,

To carry vut its aims, American imperialism must be
furnished not only wiih gold, but wi.h arms. To be sure, the
Wash'nglon Disarmament Conference—that other achievement
of Haraing—is, supposed to have limited armament. But air
fleets, gases of the most deadly sort, fast crusers and sub-
marines, are more than substitutes for the obsolete battleships.
Hence the workshops and laboratories of the cquntries are work-
ing at high s inventing and improvir:i“lhe mzthods of
destruct'on  Eighty-five per cent of the Anterican budget—as
Harding .admitted on his ‘tour —is spent for wars, past, present
and [ufure. The militarism that began during the World War
is being {irmly established in the United States. The country is
So organized that an army of 3,000,000 can be mobilized within
a montl’s time. In their spare time, the generals of the Ameri-
can army travel abouvt the country organizing White Guard
leagues. Meanwhile the Ku Klux Kfan is thriving, the American
and Ifalian Fasc.sti are gett'ng a foo:hold in the country—coun-
tenanced and supported by the government of the United States!

This is the record of two years of Harding’s administra-
tion, differing no( a jot from that of Wilson, the Democrat.

What can be expected of Calvin Coolidge, the vice-presi-
dent who now assumes the pres'dency? - Coolidge is one of the
bitterest reactionaries in the country.” More mediocre even than
Harding, he can give utterance to a flow of more platitudes than
any other public official. Hated and despised by all except the
most reactionary elements, Coolidge does not even enjoy the
esteem of his own party. When governor of the State of Mas-
sachusetts, ke broke the pol.cemen’s strike in 1920 by simply dis-
charging all the policemen's organizations throughout the State.
—As the “strong ” man from %ﬁassachusetts, he was elected to
the vice-presidency of the United States. This did not increase
his popularity: on" July 4, 1922, as a speaker at the celebration in
St. Paul, he was booed from the stand and not allowed to con-
tinue h’s speech,

It is very possible that strong reaction may take hold of
affairs in the United States for a time. The “reds” are gaining
in power: Communists, militants, radicals of every shade. The
farmers are in the foreground in this movement. The
organization of the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, the strides
made by (he Left Wing in the trade unions, under the leadership
of the Trade Union- Educational League, the expulsions and
threatened expulsions from the American Federation of Labor,
the growing sentiment in favor of Soviet Russia—which the
government and Gompers are combatting even with illicit
meanS—are inclining the capitalists to action. There was a
growing feeling that Harding was toe moderate w'th ‘the
“reds”, and that a sterner course should be sieered Harding
however, was very discreet: he knew that hic chances of
reelection — provided he wer2 nominated —d- sended upon
his placating tte progressives and radicals. if capital has
dec'ded fo take steps against the revolutionists, Coolidge will be
the man to carry ot the.r will :

The death of Harding helps the Republican Party out of
a dilemma. It would have been difficult {0 deny Harding the
renominafion next year. Yet there }_s not the slightest doubf that
if he had been put up, the Republican Party would have been
defeated—last November's elections and the recent election in
Minnesota tell the tale. The Republican Party can now adopt
a. more" liberal program and w'n; the man who is designated
for this role is Borah. He is the only man in the Repubilcan
Party who can unite the reactionaries and the progressives, and
lead the party to victory. .

A taste of terrorization for the Communists—just emough
to satisfy the vast army of the conservatives that the country
is "not being handed over to the revolutionists—and the
assum’pt’on of leadership by a progressive, will give control {o
Rockeieller for four more years. ~Wilson, Harding, Coolidge,
Borah—these are mere figureheads used by the. capitalists of
America to make the people think they rule, ‘ : '
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